
The unprecedented
collaboration between
local governments and
environmental groups has
completed the much-
anticipated purchase of the
former Gaslight Village
property from the Charles
R. Wood Foundation.
Located at the southern
end of Lake George, the
12-acre property will serve
as the site for an ambitious
project to protect the lake’s
water quality.
The groups, which refer to
themselves as the “3-E’s”
and the “3-M’s,” are
calling the closing a
significant milestone for
the project, because it
represents the first hurdle to be
cleared before construction of the
project can begin. The “3-E’s” are the
Lake George Association (LGA), the
Fund for Lake George and the Lake
George Land Conservancy (LGLC).
The “3-E’s” have been working with
municipal officials from Warren County and the Village and Town
of Lake George (“the 3-M’s”) to purchase the property and to use
that land for the dual purpose of treating stormwater runoff
coming off Route 9 and providing open space for public use.
The Charles R. Wood Foundation was conscious of the complex
nature of the deal and impressed by the spirit of cooperation
among the groups. 
“Nobody would be happier today than Charlie Wood. He wanted
this land to go to the community and I’m sure he’s smiling down
on us all today,” said Josie Beckos-Wood, a Trustee with the
Wood Foundation.

“I am pleased that the
winds were blowing just
right to bring us together
and keep us moving in the
same direction,” said Walt
Lender, the Executive
Director for the LGA.
“The LGA has been
protecting Lake George
for nearly 125 years, and I
believe this is the most
important effort we have
taken on in that time.”  
“Six diverse entities with
varied goals have come
together in a cooperative
effort to present this
wonderful gift to Lake
George,” stated Robert
Blais, Mayor of Lake
George Village.

West Brook bisects the Gaslight Village
property before entering into the lake. Several
studies have identified the West Brook
watershed, which receives runoff from Route
9 and I-87, as the single biggest contributor of
non-point source pollution in Lake George’s
southern basin. 

To correct this problem, the groups have hired the engineering
group, the Chazen Companies, to work with Warren County Soil
and Water Conservation District to design a series of stormwater
treatment devices, which will be able to capture sediment and
remove pollutants before they reach Lake George. The most
visible element will be a reconstructed wetland, which will act as
a giant sieve, while also providing beneficial wildlife habitat.
To increase the effectiveness of the West Brook Project, the Lake
George Land Conservancy purchased 1,436 acres of uplands
known as the Berry Pond tract, which includes the headwaters of
West Brook. This land will be preserved in perpetuity. 

Historic partnership reaches first milestone 
3E’s/3M’s celebrate closing on West Brook property

- The acquisition breakdown -
Warren County $1,300,000
Town of Lake George $350,000
Village of Lake George $350,000
Environmental groups $2,100,000

From left to right (standing): Walt Lender (Lake George Association), Lou Tessier (Supervisor,
Town of Lake George), Peter Bauer (Fund for Lake George), Robert Blais (Mayor, Village of Lake
George), Nancy Williams (Lake George Land Conservancy), Charlene Wood Courtney (Charles
R. Wood Foundation) and Fred Monroe (Chairman, Warren County Board of Supervisors).
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LGA News is now available in full color on the LGA website!!



Planned Giving
Make the lake a part of your legacy
All donations made to the LGA are charitable contributions that
are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law under the
LGA’s status as a 501(c)(3) organization.

Copies of the LGA’s Annual Report are available upon request as
well as on our website: www.lakegeorgeassociation.org

Remember the LGA in your will with a legacy gift…  
A charitable bequest is one of the simplest ways to make a gift, and
often at a level not possible during one’s lifetime. A bequest can be
made for a specific amount or a percentage of your estate. Your gift
can consist of cash, securities, real estate, or personal property. It
can be for general use or restricted for a specific program or service.
This special gift truly reflects what is important to you.
The federal tax laws recognize that organizations like the LGA rely on
generous private donations to continue our work. For this reason, the
law permits a 100% charitable estate tax deduction when you make a
bequest to the LGA in your will. 
For more information on charitable bequests, please be sure to
contact your legal advisor.
Consider a donation of appreciated securities or stock... 
Gifts of appreciated securities or stock can be one of the most
advantageous ways of giving. If your gift of stock is one you have
owned for more than one year, you may deduct the full fair market
value of the stock as a charitable contribution, bypassing all capital
gains taxes.

To donate, you simply:
Decide on the size of your gift (remember any appreciated marketable
security - e.g., stock - skips all capital gains taxes if contributed to the
LGA) in terms of the number of shares you wish to transfer.
Instruct your broker to make the transfer to the LGA’s account as
follows: Merrill Lynch (attention Derek Nolan), phone number 518-
462-8331, Account # 808-02027 and DTC# 5198.
Contact the LGA and let us know that you have made a gift of stock.
This step is crucial because we will not know you have made your
gift until you let us know.

Memorial Donations
A special way to help Lake George 
Such gifts can honor individuals or celebrate special events. Often,
people make donations to the LGA in memory of a departed family
member or friend. Gifts can be made for joyous occasions as well!
We encourage everyone who cares about the lake to consider this
wonderful and thoughtful form of gift.
Now, it’s easy to make a special donation online using the secure
form on our website: www.lakegeorgeassociation.org.

So Many Ways to Give to the Lake...

To learn more about the LGA
and how to support its work, 

call 518-668-3558 or go online to
www.lakegeorgeassociation.org.

Save the Dates
123rd Annual Meeting

Saturday, June 28th  ~  9:00 am
The Boathouse at Silver Bay Association

LGA Summer Celebration
Friday, July 18th  ~  6:00 pm

The Sagamore Resort in Bolton Landing
Enjoy cocktails and dinner. Bid on unique items in our silent auction. Then,
dance the night away to the music of  Bobby Dick and the Sundowners.

Memorials received in
honor of June Benerofe,
longtime LGA supporter,

Board member
We are deeply saddened to report
the passing of June Benerofe. June
summered in the Boon Bay area.
She was an ardent supporter of the
LGA for over 15 years. Her
commitment showed strongly as
she served with distinction on the
LGA’s Board of Directors for 6
years.
June’s friends and family have
made a great number of donations
to the LGA in her memory. It is a
testament of June’s love for Lake
George.
We are grateful for this support and
we will miss June very much. 



Programs provide great subject matter for next
school year’s “What I did this summer” essay

Want to do something to help the lake this summer?  Whether
you have a few hours a week, or even just a few hours, there
are some great ways to help protect the lake by volunteering
your time.  Here are just a few:
Be a Turtle Monitor
Monitor for turtles at a specified location 4 times during the
summer, for a minimum of 30 minutes each time.  There are
a few locations on shore that people can monitor, but it is best
to have a boat. Kayaks are great for getting close to wildlife.  
We had about 30 volunteers participate last year, and are
hoping to keep up the work this summer. This is a great
family activity - kids love turtles! New Volunteer Training
will be Saturday May 17th from 10:30 - 12:30 at the LGA.

Be a Loon Monitor
This program is part of an Adirondack-wide annual census
run by the Adirondack Cooperative Loon Program. The LGA
is coordinating volunteers for Lake George.  All you have to
commit is 1 hour of your time - even the busiest people can
do this one! 
Shoreline all around the lake will be divided up for coverage
during the census, which will be held on Saturday July 19th
from 8-9 am.  Sign up early to get a good section of shoreline
and increase your chances of spotting a loon!  
Know someone who says there are no loons
on Lake George during the summer?
Prove them wrong and sign up for the
census - we found 5 last year! 
Help Stop Aquatic Invaders
Hang a brick off your dock to help
detect any new zebra mussels in
the lake.  Three new locations were
found by scuba divers last summer -
so the threat is still very real! Having a

brick doesn’t guarantee there aren’t zebra mussels nearby,
but the more bricks out there the better chance we have of
finding them. 
We have plenty of bricks and ropes at the office, and cards
you can hang on the rope so people know what it is for.  Last
summer, we had a number of marinas join in our efforts - and
we are hoping to have even more join this summer.  We have
pretty good coverage around the lake, but we can always use
more! All you have to do is send back the form at the end of
the summer to let us know where you were monitoring and
whether or not you found zebra mussels.  Stop by the office
and get a brick if you don’t have one - and grab one for your
neighbor too!
Other Volunteer Opportunities
We always need volunteers to help with miscellaneous office
projects, doing plantings around the grounds, mailings, etc. 
Give the office a call to find out how you can help protect the
lake this summer by volunteering some of your time.  

Summer Volunteer Opportunities on the Lake

To learn more about the LGA and how to support its work, 
call 518-668-3558 or go online to www.lakegeorgeassociation.org.



An issue of LGA News from last spring included an article
about promoting the switch to phosphorus-free fertilizer. 
We are continuing our efforts this summer, and have contacted
many local retailers who sell fertilizers.  The LGA is offering
retailers a supply of the flier “Don’t ‘P’ on Your Lawn” to
have available to customers, and we are also building a list of
retailers in our area who carry “P-free” products. The list will

be available on our website soon. 
Our efforts are in coordination with
the Lake Champlain Basin Program
(LCBP), which produced the fliers
and maintains a Lake Champlain list
of retailers on a website dedicated to
this very issue, www.lawntolake.org.
Retailers in the Lake George area
will be listed both on the LGA’s
website and the larger “Lawn to
Lake” website. 
Our next challenge is to work with
local landscapers and property
managers who apply fertilizers, and
encourage them to use phosphorus-

free products. If you use a landscaping company to maintain
your property, please let them know that you would like them
to use phosphorus-free fertilizers in order to protect Lake
George!  

The Lake George Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 408
Lake George, NY 12845

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Lake George, NY 12845
Permit No. 17

Our
Mission 

Statement
“Working together
to protect, conserve

and improve the
beauty and quality
of the Lake George

Basin.”

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President

John Schaninger (Huletts Landing)
Executive Vice President

J. Buckley Bryan, Jr. (Bolton Landing)
Vice Presidents

Michael Dier (Diamond Point)
William Dutcher (Pilot Knob)

Karen Larkin (Cleverdale)
Treasurer

Robert de Buys (Hague)
Secretary

Kenneth Engler, Jr. (Hague)

Directors
Mark Ackerle (Bolton Landing)

Rolly Allen (Hague)
Bruce Ashby (Bolton Landing)

Graham Bailey (Hague)
Dan Behan (Saratoga Springs)
June Benerofe (Lake George)

Jon Brodie (Queensbury)
Holly de Buys (Hague)

Kemp Dwenger (Hague)
Victor Hershaft (Bolton Landing)

Catherine LaBombard (Huletts Landing)
Cheryl Lamb (Bolton Landing)

Chauncey Mason (Bolton Landing)
Peter Menzies (Bolton Landing)

The Lake George Association, Inc. is a
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. 

All donations are tax-deductible to the
extent allowed by law.

STAFF
Executive Director

C. Walter Lender
Land Use Coordinator

(Open)
Director of Membership Development

Nancy Cobb-Zoll
Education & Outreach Coordinator

Emily M. DeBolt
Communications Coordinator

James Hood
Project/GIS Manager

Randy G. Rath
Office Manager

Mona Seeger
Development Assistant

Jessica Stannard

Legal Counsel
Matthew Fuller

Emeritus Board
Dr. Barbara Chick (Queensbury)

Alison Craig (Hague)
Buzz Lamb (Bolton Landing)

John Lynch (Lake George)
George Singer (Ticonderoga)

Advisory Board
George Beaudoin (Hague)

Keith Ferguson (Bolton Landing)
William P. Gates (Bolton Landing)

Andrea Maranville (Bolton Landing)
Douglas Smith (Hague)

The Lake George Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 408 Lake George, NY 12845

Phone: 518-668-3558 Fax: 518-668-4702
info@lakegeorgeassociation.org

Make your lawn “P-free” to protect the lake

Look for the ZERO! 
The three numbers on fertilizer
bags show the N-P-K nutrient
analysis. The middle number is
the phosphorus content. A
“zero” in the middle means it is
phosphorus-free.

Did you know? 
Most established lawns don't
need phosphorus to be healthy.
Phosphorus that runs off lawns
into lakes causes algae blooms
and lowers water quality.  Use
"P-free" fertilizer for a green
lawn, not a green lake!


