ake George Association
People Protecting the Lake Since 1885

NEWS RELEASE

Contact: Lynne Rosenthal
Communications Coordinator
518-668-3558
Irosenthal@lakegeorgeassociation.org

For IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LGA Accepting Reservations Now for 2012 Floating Classroom Season

Lake George, NY - December 1,2011 --In 2011, over 2,000 people came aboard the Lake George
Association’s Floating Classroom to learn about lake protection and ecology.

“It was one of our busiest and most successful seasons ever,” said Emily DeBolt, LGA director of
education.

In addition to numerous school groups in the spring and fall, the Floating Classroom hosted
homeowner associations, visitors to area resorts, the staff and board of the Lake George Park
Commission, scouting and camping groups, and the general public.

“Due to popular demand in our 2010 season, we doubled the capacity of our public programs in 2011,
offering two programs a day on Wednesdays throughout July and August,” said Walt Lender, LGA
executive director. “We are also strongly encouraging schools, homeowners, resorts and other groups
around the Lake to book their 2012 programs now if at all possible, as our openings have become
quite limited,” he said.

“In addition, just in time for holiday gift giving, individuals can reserve a special Floating Classroom
program for their friends, family, neighbors or business associates for next year. For more information
we encourage you to contact us,” said Lender.

On the Floating Classroom, people investigate the Lake George ecosystem, and engage in the hands-
on science behind keeping the Lake’s water clean and healthy. Participants catch and identify tiny
animals called zooplankton that live in the Lake and they measure the water’s quality and clarity. They
use the actual tools of the water ecology trade: Secchi disks, plankton nets, field microscopes and Van
Dorn bottles. They measure water temperature, pH and dissolved oxygen; all are important indicators
of lake quality. In addition, participants gain an understanding of how Lake George is different from
other lakes, and learn about the Lake’s geographical history, and learn about threats to the lake from
invasive species and pollution.

“The goal is to instill in our guests a sense of life-long stewardship for the Lake,” said Kristen Rohne, the
LGA’s watershed educator. “It's an experience we hope people will never forget. The program helps
people see how important it is to protect Lake George. “



About the Lake George Association

The LGA is a member-supported nonprofit organization. Families, businesses, summer residents and donors
support the LGA. Founded in 1885, the Lake George Association is the nation’s oldest lake protection
organization. Members and friends of the association can:

Learn more about lake-friendly living;

Take a trip aboard the LGA’s Floating Classroom;

Subscribe to a free e-newsletter;

Attend educational outreach presentations;

Become a citizen scientist or volunteer for stream clean-ups;

Call the LGA for technical expertise and solutions for low-impact development and landscaping; and
Learn about LGA stormwater protection projects in their neighborhoods.

Picture caption: A guest on board one of the LGA Floating Classroom’s public programs this past August,
smiles as she removes her Secchi disk, measuring water clarity, from the water.
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Photo Caption: Participants on the LGA Floating Classroom learn to use plankton nets to capture the tiny
animals swimming in Lake George.
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Photo captlon Part|C|pants on the LGA FIoatlng Classroom Iower Secchi dISkS mto the Lake to measure water
clarity.
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